It has long been argued that a solution to the longstanding Cyprus issue would only come from within the island and not as a product of foreign imposition.
Scholars who attribute the stalemate in Cyprus to individuals or clashing nationalistic aspirations often rush in raising hopes at the occasion of leaders committed to reach a solution. The last decade, when Christofias and Talat leftwing politicians who were sharing similar visions were elected, did not achieve much. It is therefore important to highlight that the deadlock is not simply a product of competing nationalisms or lack of willingness and commitment to a solution. Rather, it is a product of neo-imperialist framework of maintaining the parochial system of the 1958-1960 arrangements.
The initiatives taken by Nicos Anastasiades and Mustafa Akinci included 20-month-long bilateral negotiations. Unlike in previous such parleys, both leaders appeared to be genuinely committed to reaching a solution, and have taken full control of the process, meeting nearly every week for the last part of 2016. Its development culminated into a UN-facilitated process in Geneva aimed at a comprehensive settlement. This multilateral conference, which for the first time For several decades the UN-facilitated settlement process has aimed to achieve a bizonal, bicommunal state with political equality. Many have criticized the irony of desiring a reunification through a plan for division. Concerns over the governance and power sharing issues usually are being raised either for their complex unviability or for being a vehicle for Turkey's entrance in the EU. This 'back door entry into the EU' warning is usually framed in an Islamophobic discourse.
However difficult and unpopular could be reaching a compromise on this, it is not the issue that would blow up the deal. That would be the issue of security.
The thorniest of all is the issue of guarantor powers and security. Turkey None of the parties involved wishes to suspend the process soon. However, the likelihood of reaching an agreement that would be approved by double referendums is slim. The appetite for any referendum has been reduced because of the results of recent referendums held across the EU.
It is anachronistic in the 21st century to have a system of guarantor powers which jeopardises a state's independence. For a sovereign country, these (neo)-imperial arrangements are the ones that nip the negotiations in the bud.
